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this kind practical measures are nothing. So long 
as men are unenlightened as to the real nature of 
war, and love it more than they do peace, so long as 
the soldier is the top hero, we shall have war, arbitra- 
tion court to the contrary notwithstanding. Recent 
events in many parts of the world show that the love 
of war and of its pomp and circumstance is not dead 
or even asleep. There is an evident recrudescence 
of the love of fighting, of the ambition for martial 
glory ; a powerful impulse to test the tremendous 
destructiveness of the new implements of death. 
Society is still at the mercy of waves of war excite- 
ment, before which none of the barriers of civilization 
hold. The loathsome immoralities of army life, 
demonstrated anew in recent campaigns, move the 
public conscience, or even the Christian conscience, 
very little. The most senseless and irrational mili- 
tary adventures find defenders in the most unex- 
pected quarters. Not a few Christian pulpits are 
still scornful toward the principles of peace ; others 
are weak and dumb. War education still goes on in 
state, in church, in family. 

In view of all this, our peace movement has 
reached the critical stage, where the most serious, 
intelligent and heroic work must be done. Enough 
has been accomplished to nerve and encourage every 
friend of the cause ; enough remains unaccomplished to 
tax the faith and the perseverance of the most tried 
and devoted. 



Light for Russia. 

A great and good deed always has a beneficent 
effect upon the doer. This is true of nations as well 
as of individuals. The effort put forth by one of 
them in a sincere spirit, to promote human good in a 
humane and rational way, may be expected to carry 
it farther along in both its moral purposes and its 
strength to do its duty. 

In accordance with this law, woven into the moral 
structure of human society and making every step in 
voluntary advancement the pledge of others, we may 
reasonably anticipate that a great flood of light is to 
come from on high upon Russia in the near future. 
The step which she took in calling the International 
Peace Conference, and in inducing the civilized 
world to heed the call and make a sincere and suc- 
cessful effort to promote more harmonious relations 
among nations, was one of the greatest moral ven- 
tures ever made by a great power. The difficulties 
under which it was made, both from within and from 
without, make its moral value all the more conspic- 
uous. It took genuine courage to risk such a step, 
when it was clear that there was an even chance that 
more than half the world might mock. The success 
which has attended the experiment, confessedly 
greater than the most hopeful had dared to expect, 
will brighten in Russia's soul the light kindled by 



her heroic resolution, and fortify the nation in the 
purpose which dictated her action. 

Not only will light and strength come to her in 
her relations to other countries, but also in her inter- 
nal life, which the world has had reason to suspect 
of very great darkness. The leaders in her public 
affairs, as well as the Czar, must have felt deeply the 
criticisms called forth by the rescript against some 
of her internal policies, even more than those against 
her aggressive designs in the East. These criticisms, 
the chief of them, were well founded and justly made, 
as enlightened and progressive Russians themselves 
knew better than any one else. 

It is already clear to well-read people that Russia 
has entered upon a new era of development much 
more in harmony with right and liberty, and true 
material prosperity likewise, than her past has been ; 
much more in harmony also with the real underlying 
pacific and liberty-loving character of the Russian 
people, which has been misinterpreted to the world 
by her unfeeling bureaucratic proceedings of previous 
years. The new motives and forces will not put an 
end at once to the old policies. A nation which has 
started on the road of liberty and progress does not 
transform its wrong institutions and habits in a day. 
But there are clear grounds for believing, in spite of 
the repression still practiced, some of it new and 
very disappointing, that in a generation or two Russia 
will be one of the most advanced of the nations in 
liberty, justice and the peaceful development of her 
national life and great resources. This advancement 
ought to come without revolution, and will if her 
leaders are wise. Both on her internal and her ex- 
ternal policies there are, since the Hague Conference, 
already evidences of the growing light. The prac- 
tice of exiling to Siberia persons convicted of politi- 
cal crimes, so-called, has been ordered discontinued. 
Siberia is to become, instead of a political prison, the 
home of industrious families, who along the line of 
the great railway are to assist in the industrial de- 
velopment of the land. It is scarcely possible that 
the government will ever use again, in any other 
way, a system of punishment for political prisoners 
so heartless as that which has made the name Siberia 
a synonym for oppression and cruelty. 

On the external side, the government has recently 
made one of its new ports on the Pacific an open one. 
In the light of this fact, no contradiction was needed 
to the ridiculous story which a short time ago, for a 
single day, went the rounds of the press, that after a 
little time Russia was to close all her ports on the 
Arctic Ocean, the Baltic and Black Seas to all but her 
own ships. She is much more likely within ten years 
to Open all her ports unreservedly to the commerce 
of the world. 

If Russia would take one further step, which she 
might do with the greatest ease, the light of God 
would fall upon her with a fulness which no nation 
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has yet known. One of the leading ambassadors at 
the Hague Conference told the writer that the Rus- 
sian government ought at once to discharge three 
hundred thousand soldiers, and that, on account of 
Russia's position, this could be done with entire 
safety. He added that, after the Czar's action in 
calling the Conference, this was the logical thing to 
do, and that it would bring about disarmament as 
nothing else could do. If Russia could only see her 
duty in this regard and do it as bravely as she has 
already done a more difficult thing, not only upon 
her, but upon the whole civilized world, now groaning 
and trembling under the deepening darkness of mili- 
tarism, would come a sun-burst of light which would 
irradiate with divine glory the century so soon to 
open upon us. 

Source of the Dreyfus Infamy. 

We had not believed it possible, until a few days 
before the end of the trial, that Dreyfus could be 
again condemned by any court in France. Then it 
became evident that, in spite of the action of the 
Court of Cassation, in spite of the total want of evi- 
dence of guilt, the military tribunal at Rennes had 
determined to throw to the winds all considerations 
of justice, honor and truthfulness, and recondemn 
him. It has been hinted that this outcome was 
merely stage-play, the government having secretly 
arranged with the court for the verdict, with the 
purpose of speedily giving a pardon. If this be 
true, which we do not in the least believe the Wal- 
deck-Rousseau ministry capable of, it would indeed 
prove that France is almost hopelessly corrupt and 
weak. 

The result has filled the whole civilized world 
with amazement and moral indignation ; for nowa- 
days justice is an affair of the world society, and no 
longer of any particular nation or small quarter of 
the world. Day after day all civilized humanity 
watched in the court-martial room at Rennes as if 
each particular individual had been present at the 
trial of a brother or friend. This was not because of 
any personal interest in Dreyfus ; not, we are glad 
to believe, from mere contagion, curiosity and love 
of excitement, though some of this was certainly 
mixed in ; not because of dislike of France and of 
French judicial methods, — but because this outraged 
Jew is a man, a member of the common brotherhood 
of men now consciously felt throughout the world, 
and entitled therefore to the fairness everywhere ex- 
tended, or which it is so strongly felt should be ex- 
tended, to every member of the social body. This 
splendid exhibition of universal public interest in 
right and justice is, amid the confusion, the injustices 
and the aggressions of power of which the world is so 
alarmingly full, a strong proof that the root of prog- 
ress in right and liberty is growing ever deeper and 
stronger. 



The verdict of this great outside court, having in 
its membership the ablest and purest minds of our 
time, has totally acquitted Dreyfus. It has, at the 
same time, condemned his prosecutors and the epau- 
letted jury which rendered the verdict against him. 
It has found them guilty — monstrously, intentionally 
guilty — not only of injustice, but also of the deepest 
and blackest corruption and cowardice. 

With scarcely the same fairness has the whole 
French nation been declared guilty and unworthy. 
The boulevards, music halls and corrupt army circles 
are not the whole of France. Multitudes of French- 
men in every city and country district have felt as 
deeply grieved and outraged at this miscarriage of 
justice as any foreigners. Furthermore, the men 
who have sought out and exposed the corruption and 
set aflame the conscience of the world are French- 
men. No people in the world has a deeper innate 
sense and appreciation of justice and right than the 
French people. If saved from the disease which has 
prostrated her, France will be saved from within, in 
large part, rather than from without. The nation as 
a whole will be rightly condemned only if it finally, 
either through weakness or corruption, submits to 
the verdict of the Rennes court-martial, as we do not 
believe it will do. The discouraging thing about the 
whole affair is that this same public opinion, superbly 
expressing itself on the side of justice, has shown no 
appreciation of the real cause of the corruption and 
the crime. In all the outburst of amazement and 
moral indignation there has been scarcely an allusion 
to anything back of the personalities connected with 
the case. Race hatred has been mentioned, but no- 
body believes that to have played more than a subor- 
dinate part in the drama. Nor is the cause to be 
found in French weakness, fickleness of character, or 
corruptibility, on which foreign critics have harped. 
France is not worse than many other countries in 
these respects, and but little below the very best. 

What then is it that lies at the root of this extra- 
ordinary bit of injustice ? It is nothing less than that 
which in Germany leaves a civilian no redress in a 
contest with a soldier ; which in all the great nations 
of continental Europe is riding rough shod, with its 
conscienceless conscription and taxation, over the 
heads of the common citizens, regardless of their per- 
sonal and famity rights to food, raiment, health and 
comfort ; which is, we fear, in these latter days seri- 
ously threatening the foundations of Anglo-Saxon 
justice and respect for personal and state rights. 
The very nations themselves which have been loudest 
in their condemnation of France and the gross mis- 
carriage of justice at Rennes are, in so far as they 
uphold and support the evil system out of which it 
has sprung, guilty in a measure of the crime against 
Dreyfus. 

France is in the clutches of the tyranny and cor- 
rupting influences of the gigantic militarism of the 



